University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

11-10-1992

Venezuelan President Rejects Senate Proposal For
Referendum On Ending His Term In Office
Erika Harding

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
Recommended Citation
Harding, Erika. "Venezuelan President Rejects Senate Proposal For Referendum On Ending His Term In Office." (1992).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur/10581

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 058730
ISSN: 1060-4189

Venezuelan President Rejects Senate Proposal For
Referendum On Ending His Term In Office
by Erika Harding
Category/Department: General
Published: Tuesday, November 10, 1992
On Nov. 4, Venezuelan President Carlos Andres Perez rejected a proposal, approved by the
Senate in a 26-22 vote, to submit the issue of shortening his term to popular referendum during
the municipal and gubernatorial elections scheduled for Dec. 6. Previous proposals to shorten
Perez's term or reform the constitution to permit a referendum for revoking the president's
mandate have been rejected by congress. The referendum, proposed by COPEI (Comite de
Organizacion Politica Electoral Independiente, Christian Democrat) Sen. Pedro Pablo Aguilar,
required implementation by presidential decree. The measure would have required Perez to step
down immediately if he didn't receive a majority of the support of the populace. In rejecting the
measure, Perez characterized it as unconstitutional. Since the failed Feb. 4 coup attempt, Perez has
repeatedly refused to consider the possibility of resigning from office despite insistent calls for him
to do so. Recent public opinion polls indicate that approximately 70% of the population would prefer
he leave office. Perez is scheduled to complete his term in February 1994. In response to Perez's
rejection of the measure, imprisoned leaders of the failed coup issued a letter saying they would
support Perez if he submitted himself to the referendum and won. "If President Perez submits
himself to a vote and emerges victorious, Commander Hugo Chavez and those comprising the
Bolivarian Revolutionary Movement will contribute efficiently and decidedly to the reestablishment
of political stability," wrote Lt. Col. Joel Acosta Chirinos. Next, former president Rafael Caldera said
Perez's rejection of the referendum meant the President "assumes a closed position, trying to bar
the door to a political and constitutional exit." Caldera countered that such a referendum would not
be unconstitutional, since it is not expressly forbidden in the magna carta. Independent Sen. Jose
Marsicobetre, until recently a government supporter, proposed a political trial against the President
because "he has declared war on the Senate, and we accept [his challenge]." (Sources: Notimex,
11/04/92; Spanish news service EFE, 10/26/92, 10/27/92, 11/04/92, 11/07/92; Agence France-Presse,
10/23/92, 10/27/92, 10/28/92, 10/31/92, 11/08/92)
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